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TAGS: PFOR, IN, PK, BG 

SUBJECT: PAKISTANI REACTION TO INDO- BANGLADESH JOINT 
DECLARATION 

REF: STATE 71936 

SUMMARY: INITIAL GOP REACTION TO APRIL 17 INDO- BANGLA- 
DESH PROPOSAL ON RETURN OF PAK POWS HAS BEEN CAUTIOUS 
BUT HOPEFUL. GOP SPOKESMEN SEE DELINKING OF POW RETURN 
FROM PAK RECOGNITION BANGLADESH AS SIGNIFICANT STEP 
FORWARD BUT HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER WAR CRIMES 
TRIALS. PROVISION RE TRANSFER OF BIHARIS TO PAKISTAN 
ALSO LIKELY TO BE PROBLEM. END SUMMARY. 

1. GOP- CONTROLLED PRESS HAS REACTED CAUTIOUSLY BUT 
FAVORABLY TO APRIL 17 INDO- BANGLADESH JOINT DECLARATION. 
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PAGE 02 STATE 072897 

FRONT PAGE NEWS STORIES ON DECLARATION EMPHASIZED FACT 
THAT GOI AND GBD HAVE DROPPED PAK RECOGNITION BANGLA- 
DESH AS PRECONDITION FOR RELEASE OF ROWS. ARTICLES 
NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT DELHI HAD REITEREATED ITS DECISION 
HAND OVER TO DACCA UNSPECIFIED NUMBER OE POWS EOR 
'' SO- CALLED WAR CRIMES TRIALS '. OEFICIAL SPOKESMAN DE- 
CLINED COMMENT PUBLICLY ON JOINT DECLARATION, SAYING HE 
WOULD HAVE TO AWAIT FULL TEXT OE COMMUNIQUE. GOVERNMENT- 
CONTROLLED WIRE SERVICE, HOWEVER, QUOTED " OBSERVERS" IN 
ISLAMABAD ( READ MEA ON BACKGROUND) AS WELCOMING MOVE 
BY GOI TO DELINK POW RELEASE FROM PAK RECOGNITION 
BANGLADESH. BUT SAME OBSERVERS ALSO EXPRESSED " GRAVE 
CONCERN" OVER POSSIBLE WAR CRIMES TRIALS, WARNING THAT 
SUCH MOVE " WOULD BE BOUND TO VITIATE THE PROSPECTS OF 
GOODWILL THAT WOULD OTHERWISE RESULT EROM THE RETURN 
OF DETAINED AND STRANDED PAKISTANIS". NO EDITORIAL 
COMMENT AS YET. 

2. IN APRIL 18 PHONE CONVERSATION WITH MFA DIRGEN FOR 
AMERICAS AND WESTERN EUROPE, AKRAM ZAKI, CHARGE NOTED 
AMBASSADOR MEYER' S TELEPHONE DISCUSSION WITH AMBASSADOR 
SULTAN KHAN ( REFTEL) AND INQUIRED AS TO INITIAL MEA REACTION TO 
DECLARATION. ZAKI SAID MEA WAS STILL IN EARLY STAGES 
OF ANALYZING IT. HE NOTED THAT DELINKING POWS PROM 
RECOGNITION WAS DEFINITE STEP FORWARD. IN RESPONSE 
CHARGE' S QUERY ABOUT DECLARATION' S REFERENCE TO TRANS- 
FER OP BIHARIS TO PAKISTAN , ZAKI REPLIED THAT THIS 
" MIGHT " BE PROBLEM. ( WE ARE INCLINED BELIEVE MASS 
TRANSFER OF BIHARIS WILL CONSTITUTE MAJOR DIFFICULTY.) 

CHARGE SAID WE WERE ENCOURAGED BY NEW INITIATIVE AND 
EXPRESSED HOPE THAT IT WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO EARLY 
UNDERSTANDING THAT WAS SO BADLY NEEDED AMONG THE 
THREE REGIONAL COUNTRIES. ZAKI AGREED KEEP IN TOUCH 
WITH EMBASSY AS MPA STUDIED PROPOSAL. SOBER UNQUOTE 
ROGERS 
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